Primer Lecture 1: What skills will the reader need?

1. Recognize letters and sounds

· Auditory – sometimes there are sounds in a language which people haven’t thought about, and for reading they need to become aware of them. One of these is probably vowel length. Examples. Kukefia, ‘to see’, vs. kukeefia, ‘to reduce’, in kiVwanji.
· Visual – because you already can read, you may have forgotten that new readers have to learn to tell symbols apart. They need to tell the difference between <u> and <v>, between <u> and <n>. They need to see the difference between some really complex symbols such as mpy and mpw, or between <ng> and <ny>. This takes practice. The primer will help learners do that.

But sometimes a combination of letters represents only one sound. <sh> is an example. Can you think of others? ( <ny>, <ng’> <n’>, as in Kivwanji <n’joveli>. KiMalila has <kh>, <sh>, <ch> and others.) The technical term for letter combinations which represent a single sound is digraphs.

But sometimes a sequence of letters represents a cluster of sounds which people need to recognize. 
· An example is two vowels coming together: ia is most common in kiVwanji, and also ua is common.
· Consonants followed by h, as in <mhʉlɨsio>, <ng'halɨma> and <nhamu> in Kivwanji.
· Consonants followed by y, as in this Kimalila example. How many do you find in: Zye umanyile? (Answer: only 1. The <ny> in umanyile is just one letter/sound!) 
· Consonants preceded by m or n, as in…kujimba (kuvumilia) or amasombo (malipo), or amandi (matuta)….in Kimalila.
· Consonants followed by w, as in Kivwanji <kudwegha>, <kufwima>, or <kugweba>.
2. Recognize syllables
· Readers of Kivwanji and Kimalila need to recognize whole syllables because many Bantu words are very long (e.g., <tunsukuluulu> in kiMalila), and because some syllables look very similar to each other, such as ngo and ng’o, nji and nyi.

· People need practice recognizing all of these syllables, because they will be looking at many of them in a row! (Look at tunsukuluulu and divide into syllables).
3. People want to be “independent” readers. That means they need to be able to figure out new words for themselves. 
· They need to be able to put syllables together to make words (This skill is taught in the built word activity, and the “creative writing” activity in each review lesson).

· They need to understand thousands of new words, in sentences (connected text).

· They need to be able to read smoothly and naturally 

· In order to read a sentence or a long word smoothly and with comprehension, people need to automatically recognize some grammatical elements, known as “functors”.  This takes practice. We will talk more about this later, but we will include a simple exercise to help readers with this, during each review lesson.

· Since writing is not exactly like speech, readers need to learn to predict what word will probably come next in a sentence. This is called “using context clues”. Give examples such as My mother went to the market to buy a new __________. cooking pot  or  husband
4. Be able to recognize whole words
· In order to read fluently, the reader needs to go beyond decoding syllables. 

· He or she needs to quickly recognize, and easily read aloud, whole words

· We help the reader recognize whole words by giving plenty of practice with word-building, and with recently learned words, especially in review lessons.
5. Be able to write (form letters) and spell

· Directions for this will be in the teacher's guide, and

· People will practice this in two ways: writing letters, and putting together syllables they know, to make words, in the review lessons
