An Introduction to the Tanzania-style Primer
Just a few explanations may be needed before you plunge into making a primer of this type.

1) Why do you call this primer “Tanzania-style”? Because the drill at the top of the left-hand page and the keywords at the bottom are familiar to Tanzanian teachers.

2) Why do the drills look different? Because the books which are used to teach Swahili were made for that language. Most indigenous Bantu languages are more complex. They often have more than five vowels, like Swahili does, and if the drills were made like the ones in the Swahili primers, they would be too big to fit on the page.
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3) We teach some grammatical elements as well as letter and syllable recognition. Grammatical elements, or “functors” seem to be almost everywhere in Bantu languages, not just as words like but and why but also as affixes and infixes. In fact, they are so multitudinous that it was decided not to teach recognition of each functor. Instead, we will teach people to recognize the locations of common functors within a phrase or within a word, in each review lesson.

To support literacy activities following the primer-writing workshop, we included

· Teacher Training Notes Tanzania Style
To start making the primer, go to Primer Making Procedure - Tanzania Style.
