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Preparing PrimerPro for Primer Development
To set up PrimerPro for the primer writing workshop, do the following. Note that the details of each step of the procedure are not given here.  They can be found in the help facility in the application.
1. Execute the PrimerPro program.  First you want to create a project. On the File menu, click Create a New Project.

The Create New Project dialog box appears.  In the Project Name box, enter the language name.

If you want to initialize the grapheme inventory, click Initialize Grapheme Inventory.  This is for consonants and vowels, not for tones or syllographs. If you are working with a syllograph inventory, do not initialize the grapheme inventory.  Instead use this: initialize the syllograph inventory.  On the Tools menu, point to Grapheme Inventory, and then click Initialize Syllograph Inventory.
Click OK when done. The project has been created and is now the current project.
2. Steps 3 through 11 are necessary only if you want to change the default options.
3. On the Tools menu, click Options.

The Options dialog box appears, with the Folder Locations tab selected.  The Data Folder box will contain the project name as a subfolder of the PrimerPro folder

4. On the Options dialog box, click File Locations.

The Options dialog box appears, with the File Locations tab selected.  The current grapheme inventory file name , the current sight words file name, the current graphemes taught order file name and the current parts of speech file name will be displayed.

5. On the Options dialog box, click Format.

The Options dialog box appears, with the Format tab selected.  You may change the default font, but make sure it is a Unicode font. You may change the highlight color.  This information is used by the application displaying highlighted information.

6. On the Options dialog box, click View.

The Options dialog box appears, with the View tab selected.  You may select any of the items that you want to see when displaying a word list.

7. On the Options dialog box, click SFM.

The Options dialog box appears, with the SFM tab selected.   This is where you tell the application what field markers you are using for your standard format word list (e.g. Toolbox database file).

8. On the Options dialog box, click Lift.

The Options dialog box appears, with the Lift tab selected.   This is where you tell the application what are the language codes used in the Lift word list.

9.  On the Options dialog box, click CV.

The Options dialog box appears, with the CV tab selected.   You probably do not need to change anything.  
10. On the Options dialog box, click Punctuation.

The Options dialog box appears, with the Punctuation tab selected.   The Ending Punctuation list box indicates which characters define the end of a sentence.   The General Punctuation list box indicates which characters define word breaks.
11. On the Options dialog box, click Import.
The Options dialog box appears, with the Import tab selected.  There is where you tell the application what is maximal number of symbols for one grapheme.  There is where you tell the application which characters to ignore when importing the word list and text data files.

12. Now you want to build your grapheme inventory.  Use the phonology statement or the orthography guide to determine the graphemes that will need to be taught.  Do the following steps.

·  Add the vowels to the grapheme inventory that have not be added already. On the Tools menu, point to Grapheme Inventory and then click Update Vowel Inventory.
· Add the consonants to the grapheme inventory that have not been added already. Be sure to include all consonants forms with modification, whether labialized, aspirated, palatalized or pre-nasalized.  On the Tools menu, point to Grapheme Inventory and then click Update Consonant Inventory.
· Add all the tone graphemes to the grapheme inventory. On the Tools menu, point to Grapheme Inventory and then click Update Tone Inventory.
· Save the grapheme inventory as a precaution. On the Tools menu, point to Grapheme Inventory, and then click Save Grapheme Inventory. Accept the default 
13. You will now want to verify that you have built the grapheme inventory properly.  There are three things to check.
· Display the list of all the graphemes in the current grapheme inventory.   On the View menu, click Display Grapheme Inventory.  Verify that all the graphemes are there.

· Display the various vowels charts. On Search menu, click Vowel Chart Search.  Verify that each grapheme has the correct features

· Display the various consonant charts.  On Search menu, click Consonant Chart Search. Verify that each grapheme has the correct features.

· Display the various tone charts.  On Search menu, click Tone Chart Search. Verify that each grapheme has the correct features.

14. Add all the sight words that were used in the pre-primer to the sight word list. On the Tools menu, point to Sight Words and then click Update Sight Words.

15. Add all the vowels that that were taught in the pre-primer to the grapheme taught list.  On the Tools menu, point to Graphemes Taught and then click Update Graphemes Taught.

16. You will now want to prepare the word list.  The word list may be a UTF-8 Standard Format Marker (SFM) file.  It is the same file format used by Toolbox.  The field markers should be as follows:

	Default Field Marker
	Description

	\lx
	This is the word transcription.  This is also the record marker, and must come at the beginning of each record.   This field is required

	\ge
	The gloss in English.

	\gn
	The gloss in a national language other than English. 

	\gr
	The gloss in a regional language or a language of wider communication

	\ps
	The part of speech. 

	\pl
	The plural form of the word.

	\rt
	This root form of the word.


You can use other field markers, if you wish.  You will need to change word list options.  On the Tools menu, click Options and then click the SFM tab.  Make the necessary changes.  Save it in the data folder

17. You will now want to import the word list. On the Tools menu, point to Word List, point to Import and click Standard Format Lexicon.  The Open dialog box appears. Navigate to and select the word list and then click Open. The word list is loaded. Click OK.

To verify the word list has loaded properly, you can display the current word list. On the View menu, click Display Word List.

18. You will now want to prepare all the text data that is available in the language.  Verify that all available text data files are in UTF-8 plain text format.  Save it in the data folder.

Import the first text data file.  On the Tools menu, point to Text Data, and click Import.  The Open dialog box appears. Navigate to and select the text data file and then click Open. The text data is loaded. Click OK.
Next you will want to merge the second text file with the previously imported file.  On the Tools menu, point to Text Data and then click Merge.  The Open dialog box appears.  Navigate to and select the desired file and then click Open.  The selected text data is appended to the current text data.  Click OK.  Continue this process until all text files have been merged into the current text data.
Next you will want to save the current text data to a new UTF-8 plain text file.  On the Tools menu, point to Text Data, and then click Export. The Save As dialog box appears.  Navigate to the desired folder.  In the File name text box, enter the desired file name for the new text data file, and then click Save.  The current text data is saved to the selected file as a UTF-8 plain text file. This becomes the new current text data. Click OK.
To verify all the text data has been loaded properly, you can display the current text data. On the View menu, click Display Text Data.

19. Your PrimerPro software is now ready for the primer writing workshop.
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