_______________ Drill Design Worksheet
1. List any nasal-consonant sequences which cannot be included in drills for prenasalized consonants because the nasals are actually syllabic, and can be pronounced in isolation. You can discover this easily: the nasal’s point of articulation is different from that of the consonant which follows it (like mg, mk, mt, nb), or there are two identical nasals in a row (like nn or mm) ________________________________________.
2. List any consonants which also may occur syllable-finally. You will choose the three most frequent ones to teach in both positions!_______________

3. List any vowel clusters which are the nucleus of one syllable (or “diphthongs”) ____________________. They are rare in African languages, but very important and frequently-occurring in some. 

Drills: 

· follow the template for your primer. By the end of the first unit of four lessons, you will end up with syllable patterns which look something like this: 

	ma
	mo
	me
	mɨ
	mʉ

	ka
	ko
	ke
	kɨ
	kʉ

	ga
	go
	ge
	gɨ
	gʉ


· treat all digraphs as a single letter, in the drills. This includes palatalized and labialized letters, and prenasalized letters as well as <ny> and <ng’>

· what letter, writing convention (such as <?>) or functor are you teaching?

· be sure to include the letter taught in the previous lesson, and review a couple of others, unless you are teaching a complex grapheme
· check with your consultant to be sure the letters you are including in the drills are getting enough practice.

· If a lesson teaches a cluster of two vowels, the first two drills will have to look quite different. The first:

Ao   ao

	ba
	ma
	ka
	ga

	bao
	mao
	kao
	gao


The second drill on the page would need to be changed to provide reading practice of the vowel sequence. It would look something like this: 

	baba
	lala
	kaka
	gaga

	baoba
	laola
	kaoka
	gaoga


· when introducing a prenasalized letter or other complex grapheme, line it up with others like it which have been taught, when possible. 
· when introducing a syllabic nasal, see the consultant. It can usually be isolated. It usually is a morpheme, so can also be taught as a functor. This doubling-up reinforces its distinctiveness in the learner’s mind.
mp	or	nt


mb		nth














