Writing a Functor Mini-lesson

Make a very simple lesson which teaches a bit of grammar recognition to new readers.

In writing any Bantu story, you will often find it extremely difficult to do so without some grammatical element which contains an untaught letter! If you’ve already noticed some grammatical word or affix without which you can’t write the next story/ies, this is the place to introduce it, and then to use it in several subsequent lessons.

In the beginning, you will probably only be able to introduce  one functor, in which case you show that same functor, lined up in slightly different contexts, so the thing which is the same is lined up and highlighted, like this:


[image: image1]
Later, you will be able to compare two or three functors of the same class, such as these TAM markers for verbs.


[image: image2]
Such a drill will allow the reader to compare two grammatical elements from the same part of speech. For example                                         or



We will teach their position in a word or phrase, like this:

Activity 1: Contrast

    Activity 2: Application with comprehension


Example Vwanji exercises: Lesson 10 (person markers)

Activity 1

           Mimi   nɨlola ɨkɨghʉlʉ.
        Anangile ilola ɨkɨghʉlʉ. 
Mimi na baba tulola ɨkɨghʉlʉ.
Either of the activities above is a “contrast” activity. The first one just gives a bigger context, for more advanced readers. Try to line up the functors below each other so the reader notices their consistent position within a word, as in the example above.

Activity 2: a very simple cloze exercise is:   


Mimi na maama _____________

This requires the reader to understand what he or she is reading and use the context to tell them which affix is appropriate.

Example Vwanji exercises: Lesson 15 (more person markers: we and they)

Activity 1

Activity 2

Wewe na Baaba _____teleka amalʉva.
Mimi na uLusungu  ___teleka amalʉva.
Note: this time, since the readers are more advanced, the sentences/words in Activity 2 diverge a bit from those used in Activity 1.

  anaenda


  unatoka


wanakula





anatoka


alitoka


atatoka





   That man is my neighbor.


Those men are my neighbors.





          I am sleepy now.


I was sleepy yesterday.








watu wale





 mtu  yule





Watu____________ wameenda mjini.  wale





Mtu _____________umeenda mjini.     yule





nilola


ilola


tulola





nilola          tulola





 Mimi na maama tuteleka amalʉva.


Wewe na Lʉsʉngʉ muteleka amalʉva.











tu


mu








