An Introduction to a Gudschinsky-style

Mozambique Primer
Just a few explanations may be needed before you plunge into making a primer of this type.

1. This is a Gudschinsky primer*. It is well-suited to the nature of Bantu languages. The designer of the primer, Nancy Loveland, chose to use key phrases, rather than key words to introduce each lesson. She also chose to eliminate the identification drill, shown at the bottom of this page.
2. This primer is an attempt to combine the best of two approaches to learning, and reading in particular. A teacher will usually point out the picture and encourage a short discussion, then read the key phrase aloud. Students follow along, and identify the key word within the key phrase. The key word is then broken down into its smallest pronounceable parts, and then built up again to the word level. The reader is then given focused practice recognizing these parts via a series of drills. Last, a “controlled vocabulary” story gives the reader practice decoding new words independently, within this story.
3. Grammatical elements, or “functors”, seem to be almost everywhere in Bantu languages, not just as words like but and why but also as affixes and infixes. In fact, they are so multitudinous that it was decided not to teach recognition of them all but to help readers recognize their positions in words and sentences. This is evident in every review lesson.

To support literacy activities following the primer-writing workshop, we have included

Teacher Training Notes .
To start making the primer, go to Primer-Making Procedure Mozambique.
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* There is one exception made: Gudschinsky primers include a step which has been skipped: there is no “identification drill” going from top to bottom, with the one thing remaining constant throughout: the letter being taught.  An identification drill to teach the letter l might look like this: 
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